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allowed, and all power of control and balance is to be re-
moved by too much application of hot-air, then the situation
in India may easily become unbearable, and it would take
all the King's horses and men to put it right, even if we
ourselves are men enough to do so.

There is every right to hope that this situation will not
arise, but it is unfair to the people of this country who have
been thrown into such a state of astonishment at proposals
which may lead to a loss of India, that this should not be
mentioned here, especially as so many wonder whether or
no to encourage their sons to serve India as their forbears
have done so long.

When we come to the consideration of each of the services
and what has been done, say since the Crown took over,
an event which largely corresponded with the commence-
ment of modern world development, those who know the
conditions may well be lost in admiration. The great roads
and bridges, the railways, the gorges and rifts that are
spanned, are some of the world's feats, made too with an
expenditure and economy that perhaps no other country
can show. Roads, railways and irrigation will stand for ever
as monuments of their work, but unless there is a due pro-
portion of the thorough-minded European to stimulate the
Indian engineers, they are not likely to remain so. Engin-
eering work in India, however, should be a fine enough
career for a European in the future, and there will be plenty
to do, though the conditions of the country so frequently
referred to, will not produce the engineering requirements
of a Western country of its size.

The Irrigation Service has been one that the whole world
is cognisant of. What Egypt has done once or twice India has
done a dozen times, and the great canal head-works on the
big rivers and the latest of all, the Sukkur Barrage on the
Indus, are all monumental, and their Chief Engineers5
names should remain famous for all time. Their work is so
big that if one went beyond a brief mention, one must go on
to the whole volume that their undertakings merit.